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Rutul language 


Rutul is a language spoken by the Rutuls, an ethnic group living in Dagestan 
(Russia) and some parts of Azerbaijan . It is spoken by 30,000 people in 
Dagestan (2010 census)^^^ and 17,000 (no date) in Azerbaijan.^^^ The word 
Rutul derives from the name of a Dagestani village where speakers of this 
language make up the majority. 

Rutul is endangered in Russia^®] and classified as "definitely endangered" by 
UNESCO's Atlas of the World's Languages in Danger .^^^ 
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Classification 


Rutul belongs to the Lezgic group of the Northeast Caucasian language 
family. The Rutuls call their language myx' abisdy c' el. 

History 


Rutul was not a written language until the writing system for it (based on 
Cyrillic) was developed in 1990. A Latin alphabet was developed in 2013 
based on the Shin-Shorsu dialect.^^^^ Speakers are often bilingual or 
multilingual, having a good command of the Azeri, Lezgian and/or Russian 
languages. There are 8 dialects and 2 subdialects of Rutul. The literary version 
of the language remains in the process of development. In the Rutul-populated 
regions of southern Russia, Rutul is taught in primary schools (grades 1 to 

4),[5] 

Phonology 


Rutul 

Mbixlabmuflbi nle/i myx 'abisdy 
cel 


Pronunciation 

[mixabijdi 

tf'sl] 

Native to 

Russia, 

Azerbaijan 

Region 

Southern 

Dagestan, 

Russian- 

Azerbaijani 

border 

Ethnicity 

Rutul 

Native speakers 

36,400 (2010 
census)W 

Language family 

Northeast 

Caucasian 


■ Lezgic 


■ Samur 


■ Western 


Samur 


■ Rutul 

Writing system 

Cyrillic 

Official status 

Official language in 

Dagestan 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

rut 

Glottolog 

rutul240 (ht 

tp://glottol 

og.org/resou 

rce/languoi 

d/id/rutul24 

0)[2] 



Rutul in the Caucasus 


Vowels 

























Vowel phonemest^^ 



Front 

Central 

Back 

Close 

i i: y 

i i: 

u u: 

Mid 

£ e: 



Open 

ae 


a a: 


Consonants 


Consonant phonemest^^ 



Labial 

Dental 

Alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Uvular 

Pharyn- 

geal 

Glottal 

plain 

lab. 

plain 

lab. 

plain 

lab. 

plain 

lab. 

Nasal 

m 

n 











Plosive 

voiced 

b 

d 





g 

g'" 

G 

S'" 



voiceless 

P 

t 





k 

k'" 

q 

qw 

7 

? 

ejective 

p' 

t' 





k' 

k'"' 

q' 

q'"' 



Affricate 

voiced 


dz 


dl 

d3« 








voiceless 


ts 

ts'^ 

tjr 

fjw 








ejective 


ts’ 

ts'"' 

tr 









Fricative 

voiceless 

(f) 

s 

s'" 

j 

J" 


X 

X'" 

X 

X" 

h 

h 

voiced 


z 


(3) 



Y 


\6 

B'" 

? 


Trill 




r 







H 


Approximant 

w 

1 




j 








Related languages 


Among the languages of the Lezgic group, Tsakhur appears to be the closest relative of RutulJ^®^ Other than these 
two, there are seven more languages in the Lezgic group, namely: Lezgian, Tabasaran, Aghul, Budukh, Kryts, Udi and 
Archi. 


See also 

■ RutuI people 

■ Northeast Caucasian languages 

■ Languages of Azerbaijan 


A a AJ fil Bj 3 f i' fbrb Vbrh fi i t Hji ilaiu Ec 

Ec 3 3 liH Kx KLKb Kbxi, KI kE JIji Mm Hu 

Oo rin 01 Til Pp Cc Tt TH! Vy Vbvi. Ytyl 0 4* Xk XhXb 
Hu LLIli] Hi Ohcl Ill in lUtn Lb \Aia b]l bcl hb 3a 
IOkj JIs 

RutuI alphabet 


References 


1. "RutuI" (https://www.ethnologue.com/language/rut) . Ethnologue. Retrieved 2018-07-31. 

2. Hammarstrdm, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "RutuI" (http://glottolog.org/res 
ource/languoid/id/rutul240) . Glottolog 3.0 . Jena, Germany: Max Planck Institute for the Science of 
Human History. 

3. l/lHctJopMam/ioHHbie Maiepi/ianbi o6 oKOHuaTe/ibHbix MTorax BcepoccMMCKOM nepenncn nace/ieHi/iyi 2010 

roAa (http://www.gks.ru/free doc/new site/population/demo/per-itog/tab6.xls) 

4. RutuI language (https://www.ethnologue.com/17/language/rut/) at Ethnologue (17th ed., 2013) 

5. (in Russian) ETHEO: RutuI Language (http://etheo.hl0.ru/rutu01.htm) 




















































6. Pub li shed in: Encyclopedia of the world’ s en dan gered l anguages. E dit ed by Chris to pher Moseley. 
London & New York: Routledge, 2007. 211-280. (http://www.helsinki.fi/~tasalmin/chris.html) 

7. UNESCO Interactive Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger (http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/inde 
x.php?pg=00206) 

8. Clarkson, Jonathan; lurkova, Elena (December 2015). "Important Factors in the Development of an 
Orthography: Shin-Shorsu RutuI—a Case Study" (http://www.sil.org/resources/archives/63843). SIL 
Forum for Language Fieldwork 2015-002. SIL International. Archived from the origirial (httpj^//w\^.sil.or 
g/ system/files/reapdata/71/16/90/71169050965608079497039264944293532638/SILForum20T5 002.P 
df) (PDF) on 2015. Retrieved 2016-06-22. 

9. G. X. Ibragimov. 2004. Rutul’skij Jazyk. Machacala: Maxackala: Dagestanskij Gosudarstvennyj 
Pedagogiceskij Universitet. 

10. (in Russian) The Tsakhur language (http://etheo.hl0.ru/tsax01.htm) . The ETHEO Project. Last updated 
11 October 2005. Retrieved 26 December 2006 


External links 


■ RutuI dictionary online (https://web.archive.Org/web/20100819194552/http://lingweb.eva.mpg.de/ids/) 
(select simple or advanced browsing) 

■ Appendix:Cyrillic script 

■ Folk Songs and D ances of the Rut uls of A zerbai jan (https://web.archive.org/web/20071010101456/ht t 
p://atlas.musigi-dunya.az/atlas/az/rutuls_video.html) 

■ RutuI basic lexicon at the Global Lexico st atistical D atab ase (3 Ru tuI dialects: Mukha d, Ixrek, Luch ek) (h 
ttp://starling.rinet.ru/cgi-bin/response.cgi?root=newl00&morpho=0&basename=newl00\ncc\lez&limit=- 
l&encoding=utf-eng) 
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